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●
The virus group has organized the main
symposium at the Spring 2001 SGM meeting
at Heriot-Watt University, Edinburgh. The

purpose of the meeting is to review the continuing threat
of viruses (and prions) to human and animal health.
Although several virus diseases have been controlled by
vaccination (such as polio, measles, mumps, rubella and
yellow fever) and one (smallpox) has been eradicated,
viruses remain a potent threat to human and animal
health due to their ability to evolve and adapt rapidly. 
For viruses such as influenza and HIV, the ability to
undergo rapid antigenic variation enables them to evade
existing immunity and cause disease. Viruses may adapt
to new situations, such as changes in the density of
human, animal or insect hosts, or the presence of
immunosuppressed populations, and cause disease
where hitherto they were unable to do so. Rapid virus
evolution also enables virus strains to arise that are
resistant to existing drugs. The meeting will consider
the mathematical modelling and surveillance of virus
infections.

There will follow talks that review the molecular, cell
biological mechanisms by which viruses and prions
induce disease. These include influenza and HIV, the
devastating haemorrhagic diseases caused by Ebola 
and Marburg viruses, prion diseases such as BSE and 
new variant CJD, psychiatric illness and how drug-
resistant virus strains pose a major problem for anti-viral
chemotherapy

The organizers are most grateful to all the speakers 
for their contribution to the symposium and for their
chapters for the book that will be available at the
meeting. The meeting will be of interest to all those
interested in virus and prion disease and is an important
reminder to all that viruses are and will remain a
continual threat to human and animal health.

● Professor Geoffrey L. Smith, Convener of 
the SGM Virus Group, helped to organize this
symposium and can be contacted at the Wright
Fleming Institute, Imperial College School of
Medicine, St Mary’s Campus, Norfolk Place,
London W2 1PG.
Tel. 0207 594 3971; Fax 0207 594 3973; 
email glsmith@ic.ac.uk

Other symposium organizers:
● P.M. Goodwin, The Wellcome Trust
● W.L. Irving, University of Nottingham
● J.W. McCauley, Institute of Animal Health,
Compton
● D.J. Rowlands, University of Leeds

Further details of this meeting together with a booking form are
given in the enclosed Programme Booklet. The symposium will be
published as a book. A review and order form will be available
in the May issue of ‘Microbiology Today’.
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