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●
The Society for Industrial Microbiology 
(SIM) is a professional association dedicated to
the advancement of microbiological sciences,

specifically as applied to industrial material, processes,
products and their associated problems. Our member-
ship is international, diverse and includes many of the
top scientists from industry, government and university
laboratories who are employed in different areas of
microbial biology.

SIM was founded in 1949 for industrial micro-
biologists involved in basic and applied research for
product development. Its founders established a society
that would continually serve and respond to the needs
and concerns of companies that produce products from
micro-organisms or their metabolites.

SIM serves as liaison between the various specialized
fields of theoretical and applied microbiology. It
promotes the exchange of scientific information through
workshops, meetings and publications, in such areas as
fermentation processes, bioremediation, biodeterior-
ation, recombinant DNA technology, secondary
metabolism, genomics, biotransformation, quality
assurance/quality control, cosmetic microbiology,
environmental microbiology and food microbiology,
among others.

The Society is governed by an elected Board of
Directors who serve as volunteers. In addition, there are
numerous committees that are chaired by SIM members,
appointed by the President-elect for 3 years.

The Society currently offers four types of membership:
Regular individual membership, Student membership,
Emeritus membership and Corporate membership.
With a membership of under 2,000, SIM maintains an
atmosphere of friendliness and cordiality that is evident
at the annual meetings and special conferences.

● Meetings
The SIM Annual Meeting is recognized by attendees and
trade journals as offering the best and most current topics
in microbial biology while providing commercial, high
quality exhibits featuring the latest products and
services available to microbial biologists. SIM also hosts
special conferences on topics of international concern and
interest.

● Publications
SIM News features special articles written by key experts
in their respective fields, events of importance and
interest such as meeting announcements, new books,
new products, and reports on our national science and
technology policy.

The Journal of Industrial Microbiology and Biotechnology
(JIM&B) is an international journal that publishes
original, peer-reviewed research specializing in 
areas of theoretical and applied microbiology, short
communications, critical reviews and letters to the

Editor. The articles cover all aspects relating to the study
of micro-organisms and the industrial application 
of microbiology such as: biotechnology, fermentation
and biotransformation processes, environmental micro-
biology, biodegradation, biodeterioration, quality
control and government regulations, strain develop-
ment, novel microbial products, tissue culturing
improvements, food microbiology, microbial disposal of
pollutants, and antibiotics.

● Placement service
This service is free to members and there are no forms to
complete. Those members searching for a new position
simply send a copy of their CV to SIM. The placement
service will match their qualifications with employer
requests. Employers with positions available can send 
a letter detailing the position’s specifications to the
Placement chair or to SIM for inclusion in the job bank
and for posting on the SIM website.

● Website
SIM’s homepage, located at www.simhq.org, provides
members with access to up-to-date information on SIM
meetings, services and career opportunities. Other pages
include publications, careers, membership services,
meetings, corporate members and kids’ zone, among
others.

● Local sections
The Society has a number of local sections established
across the United States which provide services to their
members and are governed by their own elected officers.
They hold annual meetings and smaller seminars
throughout the year.

For more information about
SIM contact:
Society for Industrial
Microbiology (SIM),
3829 Old Lee Highway,
Suite 92A, Fairfax, VA
22030-2421 USA.
Tel. +1 703 691 3357;
Fax +1 703 691 7991;
email info@simhq.org;
website http://www.
simhq.org

● Dr Kristien
Mortelmans (right) is
President of SIM and
edits SIM News.
email kristien@unix.
sri.com

Introducing the Society for 
Industrial Microbiology
Kristien Mortelmans

SGM President Sir
David Hopwood was
keynote speaker at
the 2000 annual
meeting of the
Society for Industrial
Microbiology (SIM)
in San Diego,
California, in July.
There he met Dr
Kristien Mortelmans,
President of SIM,
where they agreed
to establish an
alliance between 
the two societies. 
As a first step in
accomplishing this
goal there will be 
an occasional
exchange of
material between
the societies’
respective news
magazines,
Microbiology Today
and SIM News. Here
Dr Mortelmans
introduces SIM to
SGM members.


