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O
ver the past 13 years, the Biofilm Club 
has been a focal point for academic and
industrial scientists, both in the UK 
and overseas, with research interests
related to the study of micro-organisms
(bacteria, fungi and even protozoa) living

in the communities we know as biofilms. The Club was
formed in 1992 as the British Biofilm Club when it was
realized that there was no common forum in the UK for
discussing biofilm research. This was extremely timely as the
subject was, and indeed still is, moving very rapidly and
impinging upon many fields of fundamental and applied
microbiology.

The inaugural 3-day residential meeting was so successful
that it was later decided to expand and include biofilm news
and interests from an international perspective, and re-
convene more appropriately as the Biofilm Club, thereby
reflecting our international status. To this day the Biofilm
Club continues to go from strength to strength.

There is an elected committee who work to promote 
the Club and activities of its members. The primary aim of the 
Club is to further the communication and discussion 
of research findings and ideas relating to the attachment of
micro-organisms to surfaces, their subsequent development
into biofilms and the science relating to the biology, control
and exploitation of biofilms. Membership applications 
are open to anyone with relevant research interests and are
encouraged from group leaders as well as their postgraduate
students.

A regular newsletter publicizes news and upcoming events.
To enable members to meet on a regular basis, the Club holds
two workshops a year, usually in association with industrial
partners or related societies. Topics are chosen to reflect some

of the more specialized interests within the membership and
recent subjects have included ‘Biofilm modelling’ and
‘Aspects of infection control’. Abstracts are now published in
Biofilms, the official journal of the Club.

Every other year sees a pilgrimage to Gregynog in mid-
Wales for a larger, more general residential meeting. The
Gregynog conferences are well known for having a relaxed,
sociable atmosphere and are an ideal forum for postgraduate
students to present findings of current research. In September
2003, approximately 200 members were registered, repre-
senting some 20 different countries. Proceedings from the
Gregynog meetings are published in dedicated editions of 
the BBC series of books, a renowned and much acclaimed
publication in the field. Sessions during the 2-day meetings
include plenary lectures and offered papers. As a result, the
BBC books reflect the current ‘hot topics’ in biofilm research.

The website (www.biofilmclub.co.uk) acts as a portal for
communication between members, with news of events and
forthcoming meetings, and details of active research groups.
There have been recent efforts to promote the Club outside
the UK and Europe by inviting overseas members to contri-
bute to the information held on the site. That said, we always
welcome interest and interaction from researchers closer 
to home! For more information, please contact the Biofilm
Club via Mathew Upton or visit the website.
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The Biofilm Club

Apart from SGM meetings, where 

do the researchers that study microbial

communities on surfaces network? As 

Mat Upton describes, the Biofilm Club

provides this particular microbiological

community with an ideal forum.

� A confocal section through a subgingival oral biofilm stack. Live
organisms (purple) can be seen on the outside of the stack and dead
ones (yellow) inside. Jon Pratten and Chris Hope, Eastman Dental
Institute
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