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It’s time to get your
feelers out!
Microbiology research could soon be displayed in state-
of-the-art exhibits at the Science Museum in London.

An exciting opportunity has arisen for the SGM to 
collaborate on future exhibits in Antenna, which is a
recent museum venture, situated in the new Wellcome
wing. The exhibits – called ‘Rapids’ – are taken from 
science and technology news. If you’re interested in 
science promotion read on – we need your help!

New Rapids go on display
weekly and are based 
on 2-m-high illuminated
screens featuring colourful,
bold, graphics. Although the
text is limited, the portrayal
of the science is well 
balanced. The museum
knows from experience that
long-winded explanations
make for a dull, unpopular
exhibit. What they want are
hot topics with the potential
for good visual displays.

Preparations for new Rapids
begin more than one month
before they are made 
public, during which time
the scientific research 
team shortlist a number of
potential news items. Once
projects are given the green
light it’s time for the design-
ers to move in. This all 
takes time but such careful 
planning means that new
exhibits can be unveiled 
to coincide with the publica-
tion of the paper or date of
the meeting, which will no
doubt come as a relief to 
you all!

Antenna team member Su-yen Thornhill said, ‘as a trained
medical microbiologist I’d love to see more microbiology
research featured in the exhibitions.’ It would certainly 
be an effective way to promote papers in our journals 
and meetings. But Su-yen also pointed out, ‘we’re not 
just limited to serious science; we’d also like to hear 
about anything quirky.’ If anyone out there has a topic 
in mind, please contact Tracey Duncombe at SGM
Headquarters.

If you are unable to visit the Science Museum, do not
despair! Exhibitions, including Antenna, can be viewed 
on the Science Museum’s website at www.science 
museum.org.uk

The evolution of 
the Biosciences
Federation
Last May a consultation of learned societies concluded
that there was a clear need to find ways of enabling the
UK bioscience community to speak with a stronger, more
unified voice for the biosciences in matters of national
importance and public affairs. Plans for a Biosciences
Federation were conceived and things have moved on
considerably since then. SGM members are invited to find
out about the options available for the Federation, and
give their reactions to the proposals at an open meeting
on Monday 8 October at the Royal Society.

In November last year a working group was appointed,
which now has members including representatives of 
each of the five sponsors: the IOB, UKLSC and UKNCM,
Linnean Society and the British Ecological Society,
together with several experienced bioscientists in an 
independent capacity. The Working Group’s main task is
to draw up a strategy and credible business plan for a 
federal organization, including costs, sources of income
and detailed structure, which will be the basis for securing
sufficient support from the biosciences community to 
proceed.

If you would like to attend the meeting on 8 October,
please could you reserve a place by contacting Tracey
Duncombe at SGM no later than 1 September.

New research on
women in science
and higher education
Although women are now gaining a greater proportion 
of postgraduate qualifications than ever before, women
scientists continue to experience difficulty in advancing
their careers. A conference organized by the Athena
Project on Tuesday 25 September at the Royal Institution
showcases new research on women, science and higher
education.

The meeting will consider how research findings may be
harnessed to improve the situation of women scientists in
higher education and where future research efforts
should be directed. Topics to be debated include:

● Women and scientific employment – current perspectives

● Senior women in HE – how far have we come?

● Women returnees to SET

● Women in HE – a European perspective

To reserve a place at the meeting, send a cheque for 
£65 payable to Universities UK to: The Athena Project,
Universities UK, Woburn House, 20 Tavistock Square,
London WC1H 9HQ. The closing date for applications 
is 4 September.

Further details of the conference can be obtained 
from Athena by email (athena@ic.ac.uk) or telephone 
[+44 (0)20 7419 4111].

Public Affairs Administrator Tracey Duncombe takes a look at
some current issues. To contact her either e-mail pa@sgm.ac.uk,
or telephone 0118 988 1843.
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