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Life Science Careers Conferences for
undergraduate and postgraduate
students
In 2000, SGM took on the huge administrative task 
of organizing these unique careers conferences on
behalf of the UKLSC. The SGM had participated in 
the conferences for several years but there had been
no single organization administering the events for a
while, following staff changes at the Biochemical
Society, and we offered to step into the breach.
Josiane Dunn, Janet Hurst and Jane Westwell were
pleased to find all three conferences over subscribed,
with up to 300 delegates attending each venue:
University of Edinburgh, UMIST and Queen Mary &
Westfield College.

Thanks are also due to Liz Sockett (SGM Education
Officer) for her input and staff of several other 
UKLSC member Societies (the Biochemical Society,
British Pharmacological Society, British Society for
Immunology, Physiological Society and Society for
Experimental Biology) who co-sponsored the
conferences and were involved in the planning and 
set up of the events.

Euphoria over the success of the conferences in 
2000 lured Josiane, Janet and Jane into agreeing to
an action replay in 2001. The conferences will be held
at University of Bristol, University of Newcastle and
University of Westminster, London. Details can be
found on pp. 165–166 of this issue of Microbiology
Today. Bioscience at Work on the road again

For several years the SGM has organized the
Biosciences at Work exhibition stand in collaboration
with sister societies (who were, in 2001, the
Biochemical Society, the Institute of Biology, the
Physiological Society the British Pharmacological
Society and the Society for Experimental Biology). 
The exhibition stand has travelled all over England and
Scotland to national careers events and has been the
only source of impartial advice on education, training
and careers in biological science to school pupils,
mature students and people seeking a career change.
The on-going success of this venture attracted a
proposal from the Institute of Physics and Royal
Society of Chemistry to collaborate in a joint science
stand. This was their first real outing to such 
large-scale national events and very much seen as
‘dipping their toes in the water’. 

The large stand entitled Your Career in Science visited
Glasgow, Birmingham, Bath and Newcastle upon Tyne
during the spring and attracted a huge amount of
interest among the thousands of people who came in
through the doors of the exhibition halls. Such was the
success of the venture that we are to join forces again
and proposed venues for 2002 are Glasgow,
Birmingham, London, Bath and Sheffield. Dates will be
confirmed in a future issue of Microbiology Today.

● Jane Westwell administers grants and runs
careers activities in the SGM External Relations
Office. email j.westwell@sgm.ac.uk

Careers ‘R’ Us keeps on rolling
Jane Westwell
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The recent scanty
coverage of SGM
careers initiatives in
Microbiology Today
may have led you to
believe that we
have scaled down
our activities but 
do not be fooled!
External Relations
Office staff 
have been 
busy promoting
microbiology as a
career across the
UK…


