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The competition was organized to mark the launch 
of the SGM pack for primary schools, The World of
Microbes. It is a requirement for all pupils at Key Stage
2 to study micro-organisms under the section 
‘Living things in their environment’ as laid down in the
National Curriculum for science SC25f. They have to
be taught that micro-organisms are living organisms
that are often too small to be seen, and that they may
be beneficial or harmful. ‘Unit 6B Micro-organisms’
from the primary science schemes of work puts
together a suggested format to show how SC25f may
be addressed. The World of Microbes has been written
for years 5/6 and supports the delivery of this unit. The
children were invited to produce an attractive A3-sized
poster which showed the harmful and beneficial roles
that microbes play in our lives, suitable for display in
the school library.

Over 400 entries were received from schools located
across the whole UK, including Northern Ireland.
Judging, carried out by a panel of microbiology
education experts guided by Dariel Burdass, SGM
Education Projects Administrator, was extremely
difficult. Adjudication took account of originality,
scientific content and accuracy, presentation and the
effectiveness of the poster as a means of
communicating with the peer group. Considering that
many primary school teachers have no scientific
training and microbiology is quite a specialist discipline
which labours under the considerable disadvantage
that the subject to be taught is invisible, the standard of
entries was remarkably high.

The poster competition provided the teachers with 
an excellent assessment opportunity. The judges 
were particularly pleased to see that some pupils did
not just focus on the role of micro-organisms in food
production and disease. The more successful entries
covered the important role that microbes play in decay,
both beneficial, e.g. composting, and harmful, e.g. food
spoilage, as well as the role of micro-organisms in the
production of medicine.

The first prize of £150 for the school was won 
by Lauren Meader, aged 8, of the Abbey School,
Reading. Her class will also have an outing to a 
local science centre. The second prize of £75 went 
to Tristan Goodfellow, aged 9, of Dulwich 
College Prep School and the third prize was won by
Chloe Varon, aged 10 of St Paul’s Junior School,
Kingston upon Thames. Each winning pupil received 
a book token. Several
other entries were 
highly commended or
commended and received
special certificates.

Every school entering the
competition received a
World of Microbes pack
and each pupil was sent 
a certificate of entry.

SGM primary school competition: 
microbes – friend or foe?

SGM ‘World of Microbes’ pack

Copies of the pack are available from 
the SGM Education Office, price £15 inc.
p& p. Email education@sgm.ac.uk for
further information.

BELOW:
Winning entries in the SGM primary
school competition. Top: 1st prize,
Lauren Meader. Middle: 2nd prize,
Tristan Goodfellow. Bottom: 3rd
prize, Chloe Varon. See text 
for full details.


