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SchoolZone

SGM Post-16
Summer School 
15–19 July 2002 
University of
Reading
Fifty teachers attended this
residential course, which
was kindly hosted by
Reading University School
of Food Biosciences. The
programme was carefully
designed to reflect the
microbiology content of the
current post-16 examining
body specifications, but
aimed to go beyond the
basics by covering the 
latest research findings 
in each topic, put into 
context.

There was a range of 
cutting edge talks by
experts in their field where
issues such as the use of
pre- and probiotics, micro-
bial genomics, biofilms, 
quorum sensing and anti-
microbial resistance were
explored. The Summer
School put microbiology

into a wider educational
context showing how it can
be used to teach other
issues, such as bioethics
and science communi-
cation – also a requirement
for education in citizenship.
Participants had a day out
at the Institute for Animal
Health, Compton, and
spent their afternoons in
the laboratory carrying 
out both traditional and
molecular microbiology
investigations. Short work-
shops were also run and
sponsored by Unilever and
Bio-Rad.

A boat trip down the river
Thames, wine tasting and a
Gala dinner provided light
relief in the evenings. The
feedback from the teachers
was extremely positive and
they left feeling confident
and enthusiastic about
microbiology.

● Dariel Burdass, SGM
Education Administrator

Schools Membership
costs only £10 a year.
For this, a named
teacher representative
will receive
Microbiology Today
each quarter, advance
notification and copies
of new microbiology
teaching resources,
and discounted fees for
attendance on SGM
training courses and
workshops. Application
forms are available at
www.sgm.ac.uk

Website:
www.microbiology
online.org.uk
Enquiries:
education@sgm.ac.uk

Over to you…
Contributions are
welcome from teachers
who have interesting
microbiology material to
share, such as novel
investigations, useful
tips or good sources of
information. A copy of
the post-16 resource
Practical Fermentation
(worth £15) will be 
sent to any school
whose submission is
published. The editors
of Microbiology Today
reserve the right to edit
any material.

From lecture room 
to laboratory

ABOVE:
Hands-on in the laboratory.

UPPER RIGHT:
Working in small groups on science
communication projects.

LOWER RIGHT:
The group listens to John Grainger.

PHOTOS LIZ SOCKETT & DARIEL
BURDASS, SGM

Comments from some of the
participants are also shown.


