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1. The magazine’s policy is for the publisher (Society for General Microbiology) to acquire copyright in
all articles published. This is because ownership of copyright by one organization tends to ensure maximum
international protection for the author and publisher against infringement, libel or plagiarism. It also enables
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may sign on behalf of co-authors who are not readily available provided that he or she holds written consent
from such co-authors for the copyright to be assigned to the publisher; copies of such written consent
should be sent with the completed form. If the copyright is not owned by the author(s), e.g. where it is held
by the author’s employer, section 1 overleaf should be completed and the form should be signed by the
copyright-holder’s authorized agent.

3. If copyright is held by the author’s employer, the publisher requires non-exclusive permission to deal
with requests from third parties to reproduce the article or parts of it; such requests will be dealt with as
described in note 5 below.

4. In assigning your copyright you are not forfeiting your proprietary rights, including patent rights.
Nothing in this agreement shall restrict your rights as the author(s) or, in the case of work written by an
author in the course of his or her employment, the employer’s rights, to revise, adapt, prepare derivative
works, present orally or otherwise make use of the contents of the article. You may do this without seeking
the publisher’s permission, provided that the magazine is acknowledged as the original source. See note 7
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6. Photocopying
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is illegal. The Society for General Microbiology participates in a number of photocopying licensing
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photocopying.

7. Electronic publication and storage

In addition to publication of your article in conventional printed form, your assignment of copyright also
signifies your agreement to its publication and/or storage electronically. The publisher may also arrange to
include your article in electronic document-delivery services and databases.

When your article has been published in the magazine, you may mount a PDF (portable document format)
file of the published version of the article on your own or your institution’s website if you wish. The PDF
file must correspond exactly to the article as printed in the magazine. PDFs can be downloaded from the
Microbiology Today website (http://www.sgm.ac.uk) or may be obtained from the publisher on request (a
handling charge may be made). You must not mount your article on a server for the purpose of commercial
sale or systematic external distribution by a third party (e.g. via an e-print server).

8. The UK Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 requires that for an author(s) to acquire the right to be
properly credited whenever the work is published (the ‘right of paternity’), the author(s) must assert this
moral right in writing.

9. All enquiries about copyright and requests to reproduce material published in the magazine should be
sent to the Editorial Office.
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